Geocaching Software Training

The following notes summarize the topics that were covered during the Geocaching Software Training event, Thursday,

November 15, 2007.

Presenters:

Tim Turner (TurdleEggs), President, MBGA

Sandra Forbes (junglehair), Vice-President, MBGA

Topics:

EasyGPS
Send to GPS button

Pocket Queries
Bookmarks
Notifications

Palm vs. Pocket PC

EasyGPS

Premium Member Features

Caches Along a Route

GSAK

CacheMate

Customization to Garmin GPSMap 60 series
Plucker

GPXView

Loading Additional Maps

Google Earth

e EasyGPS is a simple (and free) program to load waypoints into your GPS
e Download from www.easygps.com

‘D EasyGPS - [seocaching[1]]

EEX

@ File Edit Find Tools GPS ‘Window Help
: e ! = = ] ‘-

L] = B 9 LY H &4 &8 TopoGrafix

Mew Open Save Print Add Find Send Receive
| ™ Move Map | ) Zoom [+ Select K Route

geocaching(1]
Label Symbol W aypaint Latitude Longitude ~
Geocaching Software Trainin. .. B Geocache  GCLAERD M43 57,772 W97 10,331
GRIZZLY'S SMATCH GCMKT1 B Geocache  GCMKTL M43 57,522 W07 09,000
It's nok entively platonic, Mr.... B8 Geocache  GC121437 M43 58,000 W0S7 10.000 It= not entirely platonic
Maples Mystery Cache GCM... B Geocache  GCM316 M43 57,704 W09T 10,758 & G214
Mapping The Maples (Mall ca... @ Geocache  GC16AMC M43 57,195 WO9T 10,252
Mapping The Maples (Templ... & Georache GC16a4R M43 57,707 WO97 08,773
Musical Mystery Tour GC11... B Geocache  GC11CYE W49 57,000 W97 08,500 eosaching Software Training
Remember #81 - Mot GC10,., B8 Geocache  GC10AWN M43 56,444 Wo97 10,222 &= GLCAGEFD
haples Miystens Cache

Suppoart Our Troops GC141FE 0 ceocache  GCI41FE M49 558,000 WOS7 09,000 [ GCMI1E
The Close Park GCTZES BB Geocache  GCTZES M43 57,250 Wo97 10,722
The Far Park, GCTZED B Geocache  GCTZED M43 57,250 Wioe7 10,722
The Foundation GC1316F BB Geocache  GC1316F M43 57,575 WOS7 05,503
The Phaoto Cache GC137x%E Geocache GCI37xE M43 58,741 W07 09,590 i 025mi
The Rock Garden GCizkvk B Geocache  GCIZKWE W97 12,693 &

£

M43 57.624

*

IDrag to move the map, Double-click ko set the Active Point,

1 22753 M43 55,630 W07 11,350 DMM WSS 64 No Ackive Paint
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Geocaching Software Training

Set preferences for your GPS
o Click Edit/Preferences...
o Click Add GPS button

Preferences

My GFS Receivers | Units of Measure | My Coordinate Fu:urrnats|

Select a GPS receiver fram the iz, ar click Add GPS ta create a new GPS receiver.

| Garmin eTrex Legend

Garmin GPSMAP BOCS

Garmin GPSMAP BOCx

| Remove |Gencaching...| | Settings... | |_ Add GPS.. .

| F. || Cancel || Help

o Select the Manufacturer and Model
o Click OK

Add GPS

Select the manufacturer and madel of pour GPS recerver.

M arufacturers: b odels:
Brunton F GPSMAFP 4938 Sounder ~
Cobra — | | GPSKMaF BO =
Eagle GPSMAFP BOC

[T | | GRSMAP EOCS

Lawrance GPSkMAP BOCS = i3
td agellan el B 5 PSEAAR BOCY

kLKA w || | GPSMAF 7B v

ok || Heb
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Geocaching Software Training

o Select type of Connection

Eg. Garmin GPSMap 60 series

Select the port and speed for this GPS receiver.

Connect vi vl

| ok [ Hep |

GPS Settings

Connect via: COMMI Communications Port

Speed:

Eg. Garmin eTrex Legend

Select the part and speed for this GPS receiver.

9&00

o To test that everything is set up properly:
= Click GPS/Display GPS Information

GPS Information

] armin GPS:
1 PS5k apB0CH Software Werzion 3.50
GPS model 232, wersion 350

| ak. J [ Help

o If you get an error, make sure the cables are connected properly and the GPS unit is turned on. If you

are connecting via a serial cable, try changing the “Connect via” settings to Com2.
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Geocaching Software Training

e You can now use EasyGPS to download individual cache pages by clicking on the LOC Waypoint File.
o The first time you try to download GPX or LOC files from Geocaching.com, it will prompt you to agree to
their Waypoint Licence Agreement
o If you are a premium member, you also have the option to download the file in GPX format (to view the
cache page on a handheld device such as a Palm or Pocket PC)

- —
{= GC16EPD - A Event Cache in Manitoba, Canada called Geocaching Software Training created by MBGA - Windows Internet Ex... |._||E||z|

" |;= http:,l’,l’www.geocaching.comfseekfcache_details.aspx?guid=dab09b16-b93b-4036-9bel—c936V| 2| X |-3;-: e | 2

Fil 2 () settings =

V_Go o5 M E‘ + | 9% Bookmarksv Eﬂblocked ';?Check ~ %lockforMap v -

_l ]’?ﬂ ~ B @J - Q’Eage - :;f;‘;I-Tgols s

ﬁ ﬁ'ﬁ |.= GC16EPD - A Event Cache in Manitoba, Canada called. ., [

Home > Seek > View Cache Details you are logged in as geo_kitten [log out]

ﬁ i L GC16EPD

§ = s .| Navigation T
mr & Geocaching Software Training A Smonason
GETTING STARTED i log your visit
An Event cache by MBGA Event Date: 11/15/2007 (& 3 watch listi
HIDE & SEEK A CACHE Size: [ ¥ (ot chozen) Difficulty: Jrc oo .wa = '_S |.ng
Terrai W0t (1 is easiest, 5 is hardest) ij ignore listing
FIND A BENCHMARK User's Web Page M bookmark listing
TRACKABLE ITEMS
- i % L ] o 7 "“}I-_—F'_
MY ACCOUNT @ Greyed out links are only available to Premium Members. b 4 %OO StArdrent,
FORUMS N 49° 57.772 W D97° 10.331 other conversions...

UTM: 14U E 631091 M 5536103

RESOURCES @ NE 15.5mi from your home coordinates

CONTACT US

(2 Make this psne print-frisndly (no logs)

adwertizament >

: : "B erint POF: [0 Logs] [5 Log=] [10 Logs] ‘\—--.«Li fpeg |
Advancing wgﬂeld

= Download Read sbout waypoint downloads k)
caching... “1 L1y

LOC Waypoint File ] 11 user(s) watching this cache.

=PX eXchange File | ] Attributes
Send to GPS | Send to Phone E
e In Manitoba, Canada [country map] v
cache_details, aspxrguid=dablob16-be3b-4036-0be 1 -ca3teeact 763 & & Internet L 100%

¢ You can also download up to 20 waypoints at a time from the nearest cache page
o Go to the bottom of the page and click the Check All button, then click Download Waypoints

1= Groundspeak - Seek Geocache - Windows Internet Explorer

@'\: " E! http: f v, geocaching comyseekinearest, aspx?lat=49,9628678on=-97, 172183
GDCIS[E_, V_?Go o5 M E‘ + | 9% Bookmarksw Bﬂblocked ';?Check ~ 4 Autalink + @SettinQSv
- _._' = E— e e— - = =
T i |i=Groundspeak-SeekGeocache I l @ * B (s - sk Page = {0 Tools -
~
€y 5 (2/2) 2 May 07 The Rock Garden by stanmilo {GC12KVK) 22 Oct O B
1.8mi ST | Manitoba 07
e 5 {1/2) 23 Sep 07 Donald Murray by area51-wpg (GC165AG) 4 days O B
1.9mi Lm0 Manitoba ago™
Esw & (1/1) 1 Sep 06 Conquista Del Mundo - Greenland by 05 Sep O B
1.9mi la skaven (GCY2VY) 07
Manitoba
Distances measured in Miles Switch
Total Records: 876 - Page: 1 of 44 Prev. << <[123456789 10]> >> Next
Waypoint Downloads
To download geocaches, check the box to the right of each listing you wish to
download. When you're done, click the download button to the right. Read about [ Download W, = ]
waypoint downloads. SUoa IEYRoES F
& | &
& & Internet H100% v
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Geocaching Software Training

e If you are a Premium Member, you can use EasyGPS to view the results of your pocket query, either in GPX or

LOC format

o Download the results of your pocket query from your email and unzip if necessary
o From EasyGPS, click the Open button and browse to your LOC or GPX file. You can also just double-

click on the LOC or GPX file and it will open it in EasyGPS.
e Click the Send button and the waypoints will be transferred to your GPS.

‘D EasyGPS - [geocaching[1]]

@ File Edit Find Tools GPS ‘Window Help || e
= = 3 i ; 3
) & B S B dd g [ vopocranix
© o New Open Save Pririt 4dd Find Send  Receive i
I geocaching[1]
Label Symbal W 3y point Latitude Longitude ~
Canada #1 GC12ECT EP Geocache  GC1ZECT 49 55,493 WoS7 11,006
Conguista Del Mundo - Gree,,, B Geocache  GCY2wY M43 56,767 WO9T 12,442
Conquista Del Munda - Sean... B Geocache  GCHDMQ M43 57,170 W07 08,695 The Photo Cache
Donald Murray GC165AG B Geocache  GC165AG M43 558,116 W07 07.762 Canadawi @CI137X8
Fife and MO Drum GC¥400 (@0 Geocache  GCx400 N49 56,388 WOS7 09,947 BEAEL
GC Micro QK794 @ Geocache  GUX794 MN49 57,160 W97 08,876
Geocaching Software Trainin... B8 Geocache  GC1GERD M43 57,772 W97 10,331
GRIZZLY'S SMATCH GCMKT1 B8 Geocache  GCMKTL M43 57,522 WOS7 09,000
It's not entively platonic, Mr..., B8 Geocache  GC12142 49 53,000 WO97 10,000 ;
Maples Mystery Cache GCM,.. BB Geocache  GCM31E MAOS7.704  WOO7 10,758 g c onouista Del bunds - Gresilang. LI
Mapping The Maples (Mall ca, .. B8 Geocache  GC18aMC N49 57,195 W07 10,252 @m%hgg%mm
Mapping The Maples (Templ... B8 Geocache  GC1644R M43 57,707 WOaT 08,773
Musical Mystery Tour GC11... B Geocache  GC11CYE M9 57,000 WIOST 05,500 1mi
Remember #31 - Mok GZ10.., Geocache  GC10AMWN M43 56,444 Wos7 10,222 b
£ *
Ready DMM 'WiES 84

e You can also use EasyGPS to transfer the waypoints from your GPS to your computer. This does not clear them
off the GPS however. To do that, you need to go through the menu options on your GPS.

Send to GPS Button

Need to download Plugin first

Support for Windows:

o Supports Windows 2000 and later OS, including Windows Vista.
o Supports Internet Explorer 6+ or Firefox 1.5+.

e  Support for Mac:

o Intel-based or PowerPC G3 or later Mac

o 0S10.4 or later

o Firefox 2.0+ or Safari 2.0+

For Garmin users, there is now a shortcut on the cache pages to send the waypoint directly to your GPS.
Quick way to send a single waypoint to the GPS

Click Send to GPS — it will check if plugin is available, if not it will direct you to the download page.
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Geocaching Software Training

Size: = (Mot chosen) Difficulty:

User's Web Page

N 49° 57.772 W 097° 10.331 other

@ Geocaching Software Training
An Event cache by MBGA Event Date: 11/15/2007

CONVEersions...

Terr

UTM: 14U E 531091 N 5535103
d& N 6mi from your home coordinates

dj] Malke this page print-friendly {no logs]

7__- Print PDOF: [Mo Logs] [5 Logs] [10 Logs]

Download Read about wayooint dovnloads

LOC Waypoint File |

5FP¥ eXchange File |

Send to GRS | Send to Phone

Premium Member Features

Pocket Queries

Bookmarks

Notifications

Caches along a Route

Premium Membership is available for $30/year.

Pocket Queries

From the My Account page, click the link to Build Pocket Queries
Click the “Create a New Query” button
Fill out the form and click the “Submit Information” button

You call use this to filter out only the types of caches you are interested

o For example, all traditional caches, size regular, with a terrain less than 3 and a difficulty less than 4, that

is active, and within 10 miles of my home coordinates
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Geocaching Software Training

New POCket Query return to list

Query Name
‘ Winnipeg

Days to Generate (Pacific Standard Time)

El Sunr Monr Tuer Wedp Thur Frir Sat

Choose how often your query should run:
i
e
e

Uncheck the day of the week after the query runs
Run this query every week on the days checked

Run this query once then delete it

100
Show me caches

of
= Any type
e :
Selected types:
= Traditional Cache = Multi-cache
= Virtual Cache = Letterbox Hybrid
= Event Cache = Unknown Cache
= Project APE Cache = Webcam Cache
= Cache In Trash Out Event = Earthcache
= Mega-Event Cache = GPS Adventures Exhibits
= Any container
L Selected containers:
2 Small 2 Large 2 Micro
= Other (see description) = Regular = Unknown
-

Virtual
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Geocaching Software Training

That (and)
o I haven't found L] I have found
o I don't own L] I own
[z . [z

Are available to all users Are for members only
= Are not on my ignore list = Are on my watch list
L] Found in the last 7 days L] Have not been found
L] Have Travel Bugs L] Updated in the last 7 days
L] Is Not Active o Is Active
And

Terrain is ‘ less than or equal to iH 3 i‘
[w Difficulty is ‘ less than or equal to iH 4 i‘

Within [ None Selected

> Countries
Afghanistan ~
Aland Islands
Albania
Algeria
American Samoa = |

> States / Provinces
Acre "
Alabama |
Alagoas
Alaska
Alberta = |

e

From Origin None Selected

= My Home Coordinates
L Waypoint Name ‘ GE0
L Postal Code ‘

-

By Coordinates
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Geocaching Software Training

‘ Degrees and minutes (MinDec)

‘ N E‘ ‘oo . ‘oo.ooo

‘ W E‘ ‘ 000 ‘ 00.000

Within radius of‘ 10
[ mi e km

Placed during = None Selected

i ‘ the last w eek :‘

November = 07 = 2007 - November = 14 = 2007 -

> between ‘ _‘/‘ _‘/ ‘ _‘ and _‘/ ‘ _‘/‘ .
Attributes to Include

(click to include/exclude certain attributes)

Attributes to Exclude

(click to include/exclude certain attributes)
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Geocaching Software Training

Output to o this account's email address

e

alternate email ‘

GPS Exchange Format (*.gpx)

In the format ‘ :‘ details

b Compress files into *.zip format (recommended)

Submit information

Delete this query

e Be careful, when you are selecting your options, that you don't filter out everything. For example, if you check
that you want to see all the caches that “I haven’t found” and “I have found” it will not find any caches that match
that criteria. It is not possible to have a cache that you have both found and not found. If you want to see all
caches, whether you have found them or not, then don’t click either box.

Bookmarks
e Bookmarks are a handy way to keep a list of caches.
e People often create a bookmark list of their favourite caches, or “must do” caches in an area
e You can create a Pocket Query from your Bookmark list
[ ]

You can view the bookmarked caches in Google Earth

Notifications

¢ Be the first to be notified about new caches
e Set up a notification for each cache type
¢ Notifications will be sent to an email address
¢ Notifications can also be sent as text message to cell phone
o 2045551234@text.mts.net (for MTS cellular customers)
o Your cell provider should be able to tell you the address to use for sending emails to your phone
Name [Traditional
Type to Watch '._Traditional Cache V
[Found it [JRetract Listing
Opidn't findit [JTemporarily Disable Listing
[ archive [JEnable Listing
Ounarchive [Jupdate Coordinates
[¥lPublish Listing []Needs Maintenance
What is the point of origin for your subscription?
E-Degrees and minutes (MinDec) V
Nv 49 i 518?5 X Look up postal code:
(w9 fos7 | [0sasa |- R3L 2P6
[Map 1t]
Distance in Miles: 110
Send to another email address: .2045551234@te>d.mts_net
(leave blank if account address)
[¥] Enable notifications (uncheck to pause)
[ Create Notification ]
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Geocaching Software Training

Caches Along a Route

Great tool for planning road trips
Finds all caches within a specified distance along a given route (eg. Winnipeg to Brandon)
Search for existing routes
Can create your own route using Google Earth
o Instructions are listed at bottom of the Caches Along a Route page

caching - Caches along a Route - Windows Internet Explorer

@:;} - @ http: v geocaching. comymy fuserroutes . aspx ¥ | ."" 3_'( | |=é-3-::-gis | |
GDDSIB“G?v viGo o M B~ | ¥ Bockmarks~ Ehoblocked | P check v oy Autolink v | Auierll (e Sendtow () Settings~
[ ) — - &4 - e 3
'{‘n’ afir |i§Geocaching-Caches along & Routs [ } & x p=n v Ifjl’EagB = @TQUB =
Home > Caches along a Route you are logged in as junglehair [log out] |
)ﬁ . Caches along a Route E |
. r Find User Routes near your trip

GETTING STARTED Search for Existing Routes  Search by Keyword Upload GPX / KML =

HIDE & SEEK A CACHE Search Location

il b Winnipeg Find Public Routes Clear Results

#Address, City, State or Postal Code

TRACKABLE ITEMS

MY ACCOUNT
FORUMS Latest Routes Your Created Routes
RESOURCES
CONTACT US Random Route of the Moment
Route Name Description Route Distance Creator
adwertizement
Winnipeg, ey
Manitoba Weaw:cq 1_:0
Canaia th Brandon, wvia
IR the Trans 132.52 Miles grnbrg
Brandon
; Canada
E' Manitoba T
Canada 9 Y,
—p—g‘wmm = "Winnipeg,
Manitoba ;
Canada b0 Manitoba to . . !
— Kenora. Ontaric  131.89 Miles arnbra e,
& € Internet H100% v

e Select the route you want, then click Create Pocket Query to find all the caches along it.

~  Routeinformaton
Brandon, Canada, Highway, Manitoba, TCH, Trans, Trans Canada Highway, Winnipeg |

. |Route is listed in Director
Create Pocket Quer

Create GPX of Route or KML of Route

Route Stats
132.52 miles
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Geocaching Software Training

Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada to Brant
Route Pocket Query Name: ped

View Associated Route

User Route Query Options:

Days to Generate (Pacific Standard Time)

EZ EZ EZ EZ v EZ EZ

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Choose how often your query should run:

O
£
£

Uncheck the day of the week after the query runs
Run this query every week on the days checked

Run this query once then delete it

Search‘ ® ‘ m

100
Show me ‘ caches (max of 500 results)

"lon either side of the Route. (max of 5 miles/8 km)

I don't own
Are for members only
Found in the last 7 days

Updated in the last 7 days

Of:
4 Any Cache Type
e Traditional Cache e Multi-cache e Virtual Cache
2 Letterbox Hybrid 2 Event Cache 2 Unknown Cache
= Project APE Cache = Webcam Cache = Cache In Trash Out Event
2 Earthcache 2 Mega-Event Cache 2 GPS Adventures Exhibits
Placed in:
4 Any Container Type
= Small Large Micro
= Other (see description) Regular Unknown
Virtual
Filter Options
Z I haven't found e I have found ';:
I own e Are available to all users 2
2 Are not on my ignore list 2 Are on my watch list 2
= Have not been found = Have Travel Bugs =
E rd

Is Not Active Is Active
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And:
Terrain is ‘ greater than or equal to = ‘ ‘ 1 - ‘
Difficulty is ‘ greater than or equal to = ‘ ‘ 1 - ‘
Placed during:
£ Any Time

i ‘ during the last w eek - ‘

08 -

_?‘/‘ _"/‘

November 2007 2007 =

_?‘/‘ ~

November = ‘/ ‘ 15

E petween E and |

Attributes to Include

(click to include/exclude certain attributes)

Attributes to Exclude

(click to include/exclude certain attributes)

Output to:E;j

e

this account's email address

alternate email: ‘

GPS Exchange Format (*.gpx)

In the format ‘ :‘ details

o Compress files into *.zip format (recommended)

Submit information Delete this query
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Paperless Caching: Palm vs. Pocket PC

Two main types of PDAs available — Palm / Pocket PC
The software you run will depend on which operating system you are using, much like Windows vs. Mac
Palm: CacheMate, Plucker
Pocket PC: GPXView, GPXSonar,
o CacheMate has apparently created a version of their software for Pocket PC as well

Palm/Pocket PC Software Links

CacheMate ($8.00)

o  http://www.smittyware.com/palm/cachemate/ (Palm)

o http://www.smittyware.com/ppc/cachemate/ (Pocket PC)
Plucker (Free)

o http://desktop.plkr.org/

GPXView (free, suggested donation of $10)

o http://strandberg.org/gpxview/download.asp
GPXSonar (free, no longer supported)

o http://gpxsonar.homeip.net

Geocaching Swiss Army Knife (GSAK) / CacheMate

Refer to the Waypoint Management: Loading Pocket Queries into GSAK from File handout

Paperless Caching with Plucker

Refer to the Plucker handout

GPXView

Runs on Pocket PC devices

Very simple to use

Download the program and run the executable to load the software on the Pocket PC
o http://strandberg.org/gpxview/download.asp

Copy the GPX file to Pocket PC

That's it!

Loading Additional Maps

Mapping software is specific to the manufacturer and model of GPS you own

e Garmin: MapSource City Navigator, North America
MapSource TOPO Canada

e Magellan: MapSend DirectRoute
MapSend TOPO

e Lowrance: MapCreate

Make sure the software you purchase is compatible with your GPS receiver.
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e For some software, you have the option of installing the program on your desktop computer and then transferring
the files you want to the GPS.

e Sometimes the maps are available on memory cards that can just be inserted into the GPS

e The additional mapping gives you street level detail, may provide routing capabilities depending on the software
and model of GPS, and Point of Interest such as restaurants, accommodations, fuel, etc.

Google Earth

There are two options for viewing geocaching information in Google Earth:

e Networked KML

o

Download the Geocache browser in Google Earth

(link available from you’re My Account page.)

Open Google Earth and browse to the file you downloaded

It will save the information in your Temporary Places, but when you close Google Earth it will ask if you
want to save it to My Places

This allows you to zoom in on Google Earth and see the geocaches in that area

It will only show a maximum of 150 caches at a time. You may need to zoom in further for the geocaches
to appear

e Downloaded KML file

@)
@)
@)
@)

o

Bookmark lists and travelbug pages give you the option to download a KML file to view in Google Earth
Download the file

Open Google Earth and browse to the file you downloaded

For Bookmark lists, it will show the location of each of the caches in your bookmark list using the proper
symbol for traditional caches, multicaches, etc.

For travelbug pages, it will show the path for that bug’s travels

Please note that the coordinates used in Google Earth are only an approximation and can be up to 100 ft from the actual
location. Do not use the coordinates in Google Earth for cache hunting. It is merely a viewing tool for getting a general
idea of the cache location.

Manitoba GeoCaching Association Page 15/15 12/3/2007 v1.0



